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BUSINESS FACILITIES—  

FLORIDA TOPS IN BUSINESS CLIMATE 

The climate in the Sunshine State always has been a favorite of ours, especially during 
the middle of the winter. But Florida rapidly is becoming famous for a different kind of 
climate, one that isn’t measured in Fahrenheit or Celsius. FL is the top-ranked state for 
Best Business Climate in our 2016 State Rankings. 

Gov. Rick Scott has made a business-friendly environment the top priority of his tenure 
as FL’s chief executive. Scott has made good on his promises to get rid of unnecessary 
regulations and lower the tax burden for job creators. He’s axed hundreds of 
regulations, expedited the permitting process and expanded tax exemptions in a right-
to-work state with no personal income tax. 

Scott and the FL State Legislature have worked hand-in-hand to make sure that land, 
labor and capital for new projects and business expansions are more affordable in FL 
than in other large states that are competing for a bounty of new jobs. Florida offers 
growing businesses access to capital from private, state, federal and other sources. The 
state has implemented capital formation initiatives, such as the Florida Opportunity 
Fund, and economic gardening programs that help Florida businesses expand by 
offering specialized services such as market information, leadership development and 
business management tools. 

The business-friendly push in Florida is being rewarded with a bevy of new jobs: FL 
ranked second in our Job Growth Leaders category, one of only five states to notch 
growth rates of three percent or better in 2015, based on revised state statistics for the 
year released by the Bureau of Labor Statistics in March. [The U.S. added 2.9 million 
non-farm jobs last year, the best year for job growth since 1999; the overall U.S. job 
growth rate of 2.1 percent was the best in 15 years.]The drumbeat of new project 
announcements from Florida has been steady and loud in 2016. Here’s a sampling from 
just the past few weeks: 

 • ADP will locate new offices in Orange County and create 1,600 jobs. ADP is one 
of the many companies Gov. Scott met with during his domestic trade mission to 
New York last spring. The new office opening will create 500 positions within the 
next six months and the company will invest more than $28 million in the local 
community.    

 • The KLS Martin Group, a global leader in innovative surgical technology, is 
establishing its first U.S. manufacturing operations in Jacksonville. KLS Martin 



Manufacturing will create at least 25 new jobs and invest more than $5 million in 
the local community. 

 • Arthrex, a medical device manufacturer, will be expanding its operations in North 
Naples, creating 560 jobs and investing more than $63 million in Collier County. 
Arthrex currently employs more than 2,200 Floridians. 

Florida also has made itself one of the most attractive U.S. designations for Foreign 
Direct Investment. FL ranks third among states in the amount of FDI it brought in last 
year (measured in capital investment) and sixth in FDI measured in 2015 projects. The 
$5.2 billion worth of FDI in Florida represented an eight percent share of all of the FDI 
that flowed into the North American market in 2015, and a 245 percent increase over 
the amount Florida attracted in 2014. FDI projects in Florida jumped to 80 in 2015 from 
the 2014 total of 68. 

The influx of FDI in the Sunshine State was matched by a surge in exports: FL took 
sixth place in our Exports Leaders top 10, shipping more than $100 million in goods in 
2015.


